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	COURSE: 
	4.397

	
	

	CONTACT INFORMATION:
	

	
	

	Name: 
	Nicolas G. Rader

	Address: 
	70 Pacific St. 362A-1     Cambridge, MA  02139

	Phone number: 
	617.835.2190

	Email address:
	nrader@mit.edu

	Location of studio or workspace:
	Studio 5 – 4th Flr. Building 7

	
	

	What other courses are you enrolled in this semester? (please list)
	4.237  The New Practitioner

	
	4.155  Design Studio Lvl III

	
	4.222  Professional Practice

	
	

	Do you have access to the internet for class notifications, etc?
	Yes

	Are you able to print out assignments and other material that I might ask you to download from the internet?
	Yes

	Are you able to open Microsoft word documents?
	Yes

	
	

	Do you have access to the internet for class notifications, etc?
	Yes

	
	

	Do you have a laptop you can bring to class?
	Yes

	
	


	NAME
	Nicolas G. Rader

	EMAIL ADDRESS
	nrader@mit.edu

	
	I have attached the survey with this email. Unfortunately I am afraid that I am too inexperienced in personal artwork to be able to provide full answers to many of the questions. This will be my first class in art during
my adult life. My apologies should any of my answers seem short.

See you Monday!

Nic Rader

	
	

	Where are you from originally? Where did you grow up?
	Elyria, OH

	
	

	Where else have you studied art?
	The Ohio State University

	
	

	Do you have a degree in art?
	No

	
	

	What professors have had a strong influence on you? How?
	John Kelleher – OSU – Design Influence, first professor encouraging self-exploration rather than forcing methodology.

Larry Sass – Prototyping, 3d modeling, Interest in computing

	
	

	What other disciplines have you studied?
	Mathematics  (5 years ago)

	
	

	Do you have a degree in another discipline?
	No

	
	

	Why are you studying art?
	Interest in art’s role in society and architecture.

	
	

	Why at MIT?
	Required VA credits

	
	

	Why this particular class?
	Only one offered this semester.

After looking at your work (Allan) I have become interested in your methods and meanings.  I believe you have a lot to share and teach.

	
	

	What do you expect from this class?
	I hope to have a better understanding of arts relationship to the world and the person.  The actual topic is yet undefined, but I expect to learn the process of creating and implementing the work.  It seems a combination between questioning the role of art in today’s conglomeration of “stuff” and using the answers to propose a meaningful artwork.

	
	

	Do you have any suggestions for topics we might discuss as a group?
	Your relationship to the client seems to be a key role.  Not necessarily dollars and cents, but their expectations of you and the final product.  This would give some insight as to how they relate to art and how they relate art to other symbolic objects.

	
	

	How do you intend to use your degree?
	Become a full time practitioner in architecture eventually owning a firm.

	
	

	How do you see yourself spending the next few years?
	School, travel, marriage (most likely), begin IDP for registration for architecture, establish myself in a well-known firm.  

	
	

	How do you see yourself spending the next TEN years?
	Testing and earning my architectural license.  Gaining prominence in a firm and establishing a client basis to eventually start a firm of my own.  This is of course complemented by my own explorations in design, hopefully maturing my abilities.  I fear this is sounding too business oriented, I want to make sure not to lose a design and exploration focus.  

Begin a family.

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art as a part of another kind of career? (describe)
	No

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue a career as a fine artist, ie, to make a living selling your work? (explain)
	No

	
	

	Are you expecting to teach art? (explain)
	No

	
	

	Are you expecting to work with commercial art galleries? (explain)
	No

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue public art? To what degree? (explain)
	Perhaps, I am not sure of the extents to which I will pursue it.  I do have an interest in installations both temporary and permanent.

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art mainly as a hobby? (explain)
	Yes, but architectural expression and representation I believe fall in the realm of art.  My own explorations will therefore intertwine with art.

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art mainly as one who 'appreciates' it? (explain)
	Most likely, architects can and should be influenced by pieces of art and installations.  Many innovations are found here in light, material, texture, color, etc.

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue a career in which you have to work with artists? (explain)
	I have already had professional experiences with artists in Cleveland, OH (Nancy Dwyer, Andy Yoder, Kathy Coakely [sp?]) as an architectural intern.  They were not hired as “add-ons” but as design influences and a key part of the design team.

	
	

	Have you ever participated in an art exhibition that you consider to be important?(describe)
	No

	
	

	Have you ever put together a solo exhibition of your own work? (describe)
	No

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with a fellow artist? (describe)
	As an “amateur” in a collage class a month long project was done with a fellow student.  It was a study in collaboration on a single piece.  During the time frame we were in different states, so the rule was that all directions had to be given via phone.  The one giving directions had no idea what the piece looked like and the other had to do what he was told regardless of his own opinions.

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with an institution? (describe)
	No

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with anyone? (describe)
	Of course, other students and firms in design projects, energy design projects, and any number of other relationships.

	
	

	Have you participated in any international projects? (describe)
	Not exactly.  While in Italy for three months I did a 16 day charette with architecture students in Ascoli Piceno.

	
	

	What alternative venues are you attracted to?
	I am open to anything but would be interested in extremes.  (liberal/conservative, urban/rural, etc.)

	
	

	What venues are you NOT attracted to?
	Corporate venues

	
	

	What media are you familiar with?
	Computers/prototyping, collage in paper and paint

	
	

	What media are you using presently?
	N/A

	
	

	Do you use computers in your work? (describe)
	Yes, I have become quite capable at prototyping, rendering, animation (to an extent) and can pick up new things quickly.

	
	

	Do you make objects? (describe)
	I have produced computer generated forms with Z-Corp, Milling, Stratasys, and lasercutting machines.

	
	

	Are you against the idea of making objects? (explain)
	No, I am interested in mass-customization.

	
	

	Are you against the idea of any particular media? (explain)
	No

	
	

	Do you read writings by art crtitics and theorists? (describe)
	I have not in a year or more.  I had a seminar in Arte Povera while in Italy.

	
	

	Do you read writings by artists? (describe)
	No, not currently

	
	

	Who are the writers you find inspiring?
	Classical literature mostly.

	
	

	Many artists learn about other fields in the process of doing their work, we seldom hear about "art for art's sake" anymore -- are there other disciplines that attract you, other disciplines you engage in your work?
	I am attracted to mathematics and science (physics, etc.).  I seldom have had the chance to explore other disciplines due to timeframe and speed of projects in school.  

	
	

	Have you ever actually collaborated with folks from other disciplines in your work?
	Outside of engineering or graphic artists,  No.

	
	

	Do you keep abreast of exhibitions and other events in the art world?
	No

	
	

	What is your chief source of information?
	Emails

	
	

	What do you find troubling about some of the art you see today?
	I feel as though the meaning of art is taken for granted.  Everything thoughtless thing has become a piece of art.

	
	

	Is there some kind of art that you really dislike, that you are challenging or rebelling against with your work?
	No

	
	

	What do you find inspiring about some of the art you see today?
	The material exploration and pushing the limits of these materials to the edge.  

	
	

	What artists do you find most exciting right now?
	I am not current with any artists.

	
	

	What artists have influenced you?
	None to my knowledge.  Although certainly some have subconsciously.

	
	

	Who else has had a strong influence on you, artist or not?
	My grandfather, he was a sheet metal worker.

	
	

	How would you describe your philosophy as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	Philosophy as an artist?  I am not even sure I have a “philosophy” of life.  But one simple belief, I am denying it as an entire philosophical view, is that art should advance something in a positive manner, not that art cannot be negative, but that something must be tested.  The limits of a material, a questioning critique on society or the individual, new explorations for the artist, or just something that makes a difference in someone’s life.  Saying that a toothbrush for instance is a piece of art I find to be a bit of a stretch.  

	
	

	How would you describe your beliefs as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	I don’t think that I have a belief system as an artist.

	
	

	How would you describe your goals as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	My goal is to gain a better understanding of myself and art.  

	
	

	What concerns are you exploring at this moment in time?

(write as much as you like!)
	I am not currently exploring any concerns.

	
	

	What concerns have you explored in your work in the past?

(write as much as you like!)
	I don’t think that I have explored any concerns.

	
	

	What dilemmas do you feel you are facing in your work?

(write as much as you like!)
	I do not have any work to face my dilemmas in.  

	
	

	What do you see as your own particular problem areas?

(write as much as you like!)
	Uncomfortable in most mediums of art.  I am familiar with the computer and models, but am unfamiliar with traditional techniques.  (i.e. painting, sculpture, welding, etc.)

	
	

	Where do you see your work headed?

(write as much as you like!)
	I foresee myself producing work.  So I guess my answer is the initialization of pieces of artwork.

	
	

	Do you have what you consider to be "long term" plans for your work?

(write as much as you like!)
	Not really.  I am assuming that it will be integrated long term into my architectural explorations.

	
	


