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	COURSE: 
	4.397: Special Problems in Visual Arts

	
	

	CONTACT INFORMATION:
	

	
	

	Name: 
	Andrea McCarty

	Address: 
	121 Webster Avenue, Apt. 2R Cambridge, MA  02141

	Phone number: 
	617 868 1106

	Email address:
	anm@mit.edu

	Location of studio or workspace:
	Home

CMS grad student office

	
	

	What other courses are you enrolled in this semester? (please list)
	CMS.801: Media in Transition

	
	4.366: Advanced Video

	
	Possibly an art history or anthro course at Harvard (not sure yet)

	
	CMS.990: Colloquium

	Do you have access to the internet for class notifications, etc?
	yes

	Are you able to print out assignments and other material that I might ask you to download from the internet?
	yes

	Are you able to open Microsoft word documents?
	yes

	
	

	Do you have access to the internet for class notifications, etc?
	yes

	
	

	Do you have a laptop you can bring to class?
	yes

	
	


	NAME
	Andrea McCarty

	EMAIL ADDRESS
	anm@mit.edu

	
	

	Where are you from originally? Where did you grow up?
	I grew up in a suburb of Boston

	
	

	Where else have you studied art?
	I have never formally studied art.

	
	

	Do you have a degree in art?
	No.

	
	

	What professors have had a strong influence on you? How?
	The professors who have influenced me the most are the ones that I have been able to develop a personal relationship/friendship with. Most of them are film professors or media professors from undergrad or grad work.

	
	

	What other disciplines have you studied?
	Film studies and film preservation.

	
	

	Do you have a degree in another discipline?
	I have an undergraduate degree in European History, an undergraduate degree in film studies and a graduate certificate in film preservation.

	
	

	Why are you studying art?
	I am studying film and media, which I consider to be art in most cases, because it is fascinating and very timely.

	
	

	Why at MIT?
	I like MIT’s approach to media studies. 

	
	

	Why this particular class?
	I am interested in the relationship between art and the world around us; what gets called art v. what does not and why. 

	
	

	What do you expect from this class?
	I would like to have a good reading list and good discussions.

	
	

	Do you have any suggestions for topics we might discuss as a group?
	I would like to discuss collecting and taste,, museums and the art world, and art that is not created by people who consider themselves “artists” (“outsider art,” or things like amateur cinema, quilts, etc.), and how these works eventually enter the art world. And what gets saved / preserved. 

	
	

	How do you intend to use your degree?
	I would like to continue in academia, or continue to work in the archive/museum world in the film/video area

	
	

	How do you see yourself spending the next few years?
	The next year will be spent in school. After that, I can’t say. Definitely in a city, and watching all of the movies I missed while studying in grad school.

	
	

	How do you see yourself spending the next TEN years?
	I would like to find fulfilling work that leaves me time for my personal life, family, interests and research. 

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art as a part of another kind of career? (describe)
	I am expecting to continue writing, researching and occasionally making films in the context of either academia or the museum/archive world. 

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue a career as a fine artist, ie, to make a living selling your work? (explain)
	No.

	
	

	Are you expecting to teach art? (explain)
	I might possibly end up teaching film courses. 

	
	

	Are you expecting to work with commercial art galleries? (explain)
	No. 

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue public art? To what degree? (explain)
	If you consider staging, planning and promoting film/video exhibitions, then possibly yes. 

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art mainly as a hobby? (explain)
	Yes, in the realm of film/video. 

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art mainly as one who 'appreciates' it? (explain)
	Yes. I enjoy looking at art of all kinds. 

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue a career in which you have to work with artists? (explain)
	Perhaps in the museum/archive world, I could see myself having contact with artists. 

	
	

	Have you ever participated in an art exhibition that you consider to be important?(describe)
	No. 

	
	

	Have you ever put together a solo exhibition of your own work? (describe)
	No. 

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with a fellow artist? (describe)
	I have collaborated with other amateur filmmakers. 

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with an institution? (describe)
	No.

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with anyone? (describe)
	Yes. Life is a collaboration to some extent, no? 

	
	

	Have you participated in any international projects? (describe)
	I have worked and studied abroad in France and West Africa. 

	
	

	What alternatine venues are you attracted to?
	I am attracted to “alternative” venues like bars, bowling alleys and public parks for staging film/video exhibitions. 

	
	

	What venues are you NOT attracted to?
	I can’t rule anything out categorically. 

	
	

	What media are you familiar with?
	Film, video, internet, music, video games (a bit), painting (a bit), architecture (some). 

	
	

	What media are you using presently?
	Video 

	
	

	Do you use computers in your work? (describe)
	No. Not in artwork (just as a student.)

	
	

	Do you make objects? (describe)
	I like to knit. 

	
	

	Are you against the idea of making objects? (explain)
	I am all for making objects. I like the idea of everyday objects as art objects. 

	
	

	Are you against the idea of any particular media? (explain)
	No. 

	
	

	Do you read writings by art crtitics and theorists? (describe)
	I like to read film criticism and media theory. 

	
	

	Do you read writings by artists? (describe)
	Not often. 

	
	

	Who are the writers you find inspiring?
	I like to read fiction by Neal Stephenson, Michael Chabon, I am currently reading theory by Walter Ong and Marshall McLuhan (not sure if it is inspiring or not.)

	
	

	Many artists learn about other fields in the process of doing their work, we seldom hear about "art for art's sake" anymore -- are there other disciplines that attract you, other disciplines you engage in your work?
	I am attracted by artists although I am not one. 

	
	

	Have you ever actually collaborated with folks from other disciplines in your work?
	Not in artwork. 

	
	

	Do you keep abreast of exhibitions and other events in the art world?
	I try to keep track of what is on locally and what is reported on in the NYT. I often fall behind. 

	
	

	What is your chief source of information?
	Internet sites like Salon and Fark, NPR, New York Times.

	
	

	What do you find troubling about some of the art you see today?
	Sometimes it is too literal.

	
	

	Is there some kind of art that you really dislike, that you are challenging or rebelling against with your work?
	Commercial Hollywood cinema (to some extent. Often I like it though.)

	
	

	What do you find inspiring about some of the art you see today?
	I am inspired by art that is inspired by the everyday, yet manages to work in important messages. 

	
	

	What artists do you find most exciting right now?
	Bill Morrison (filmmaker), Tracy Emin

	
	

	What artists have influenced you?
	Artists who may not consider themselves “artists.” Anyone who is finding the  time in their day to day life to make and do art. 

	
	

	Who else has had a strong influence on you, artist or not?
	My parents, my husband, my friends. 

	
	

	How would you describe your philosophy as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	I am not an artist. 

	
	

	How would you describe your beliefs as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	I am not an artist. 

	
	

	How would you describe your goals as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	I am not an artist. 

	
	

	What concerns are you exploring at this moment in time?

(write as much as you like!)
	I am exploring our conceptions of media and how it is created. What it means to be  an “amateur” or a “professional.” How communities form around certain media. 

	
	

	What concerns have you explored in your work in the past?

(write as much as you like!)
	N/A (I am not an artist.)

	
	

	What dilemmas do you feel you are facing in your work?

(write as much as you like!)
	N/A (I am not an artist.)

	
	

	What do you see as your own particular problem areas?

(write as much as you like!)
	N/A (I am not an artist.)

	
	

	Where do you see your work headed?

(write as much as you like!)
	N/A (I am not an artist.)

	
	

	Do you have what you consider to be "long term" plans for your work?

(write as much as you like!)
	N/A (I am not an artist.)

	
	



