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	COURSE: 
	Grad Seminar 4.390

	
	

	CONTACT INFORMATION:
	

	
	

	Name: 
	Clementine Cummer User

	Address: 
	49 Sharon St., Medford, MA 02155

	Phone number: 
	781 363-1881

	Email address:
	cdcummer@mit.edu

	Location of studio or workspace:
	N51

	
	

	What other courses are you enrolled in this semester? (please list)
	Film Theory, Theory and Methods in Art and Architecture, Italian, Seminar on Deep Engagement

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Do you have access to the internet for class notifications, etc?
	yes

	Are you able to print out assignments and other material that I might ask you to download from the internet?
	yes

	Are you able to open Microsoft word documents?
	yes

	
	

	Do you have access to the internet for class notifications, etc?
	yes

	
	

	Do you have a laptop you can bring to class?
	yes

	
	


	NAME
	Clementine Cummer User

	EMAIL ADDRESS
	

	
	

	Where are you from originally? Where did you grow up?
	I was born in Ankara Turkey while my parents were working there as archeologists.  We stayed for a few years.  Then home was Ithaca NY with long intervals in Rome Italy and Kea Greece.  I moved with my mother to DC when I was 14.  Since high school I have live in Portland Oregon, Oberlin Ohio, NYC and now Boston.  I have a home here with my partner.  My families are from Florida and West Virginia.  



	
	

	Where else have you studied art?
	I have studied art at Mass Art where I received my BFA.  I also spent a year in a graduate studies program at Maine College of Art.  My primary undergraduate instructor- Ann Wessman- had a strong influence on me as has Krzysztof Wodicko.  He is the main reason I came to this program at MIT.

	
	

	Do you have a degree in art?
	

	
	

	What professors have had a strong influence on you? How?
	

	
	

	What other disciplines have you studied?
	I do not have any other degrees but I have studied a variety of areas in my undergraduate work including women's studies, dance, physics, weaving, and garment construction.



	
	

	Do you have a degree in another discipline?
	

	
	

	Why are you studying art?
	I am studying art to deepen my engagement with my own work, to provide a structure from which to focus on art making, and to broaden the art community with which I have contact.  MIT is a stimulating environment both creatively and intellectually.  I was drawn to it because of KW and because it offers an opportunity to develop art within an intelectually critical environment.  Mass Art is a much more craft/ technique based program (which I also loved and am glad I have the foundation of that influence.  Also, MIT is close to what is now home.



	
	

	Why at MIT?
	

	
	

	Why this particular class?
	

	
	

	What do you expect from this class?
	I expect to use this class to look at and talk about our individual work.  I would like to meet both individually and in group to look at and respond to each other’s work.

	
	

	Do you have any suggestions for topics we might discuss as a group?
	The pros and cons of different exhibition venues.  Is NY still the center of the US art scene?  Does it really reflect or support the diversity of what is going on?  How can we promote venues outside of NY- 

The possible tension between the public life of showing and the more personal life of making.

	
	

	How do you intend to use your degree?
	I may use my degree towards teaching art, this depends somewhat on what opportunities come my way.  I also see this degree as opening up opportunities to exhibit my work and to participate in residency programs and the like.  I have considered getting a PHD but have decided against that.  Over the next few years I hope to begin showing my work, to work part time teaching, and to spend some time in a residency program.  I would like to spend some time in Italy.  I also want to have a child.  My vision for the next ten years is to continue in these interests and follow what evolves.



	
	

	How do you see yourself spending the next few years?
	

	
	

	How do you see yourself spending the next TEN years?
	

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art as a part of another kind of career? (describe)
	

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue a career as a fine artist, ie, to make a living selling your work? (explain)
	I am pursuing a career as an artist.  I do not, however, see myself making a living from selling my work, although I would not mind!  I have never thought of my work as very saleable and I do not develop my work with commercial gallery spaces in mind.  I enjoy showing my work in spaces that are not reserved for art, spaces which have other uses, other lives.  I would not object to also showing my work in a gallery setting although the translation can be difficult.   



	
	

	Are you expecting to teach art? (explain)
	

	
	

	Are you expecting to work with commercial art galleries? (explain)
	

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue public art? To what degree? (explain)
	I may like to be involved in some public art projects.  I collaborate often with artist/ landscape architect Susie Nacco (who is also my love partner).  We work on outdoor installations and garden projects together.  Susie also works with me on my video work.  She is often behind the camera.

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art mainly as a hobby? (explain)
	

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art mainly as one who 'appreciates' it? (explain)
	

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue a career in which you have to work with artists? (explain)
	

	
	

	Have you ever participated in an art exhibition that you consider to be important?(describe)
	Every art exhibit I have participated in has been important to me at the time!   That said, I think that my first showing of video installation pieces 2 years ago was a major turning point in my own development.

	
	

	Have you ever put together a solo exhibition of your own work? (describe)
	- I put together a solo exhibition of my work in weaving (sculptural/ conceptual pieces) at a craft gallery 5 years ago.  I am no longer very interested in showing that work.  



	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with a fellow artist? (describe)
	Susie Nacco and I often collaborate.  I have also worked on small projects with other artists.

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with an institution? (describe)
	Installing site specific work is a sort of collaboration with an institution.  For example, I recently installed a site specific piece in a local cemetery.

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with anyone? (describe)
	

	
	

	Have you participated in any international projects? (describe)
	Only a school studio project for a class with Muntadas last year.  The piece was for an exhibition of artists and architects addressing the Mexican/American border.

	
	

	What alternative venues are you attracted to?
	Gardens, athletic facilities, interesting architectural spaces

	
	

	What venues are you NOT attracted to?
	Biennales

	
	

	What media are you familiar with?
	Cloth, plants, wood, my own body, video

	
	

	What media are you using presently?
	My own body, video

	
	

	Do you use computers in your work? (describe)
	Yes- to edit video footage

	
	

	Do you make objects? (describe)
	Clothing/ costumes, some props and parts for installations

	
	

	Are you against the idea of making objects? (explain)
	NO!!  I love to make objects.  I hate to store them.

	
	

	Are you against the idea of any particular media? (explain)
	no

	
	

	Do you read writings by art crtitics and theorists? (describe)
	Yes, I read a lot of theory and criticism

	
	

	Do you read writings by artists? (describe)
	Some, I would like to read more.  I also read a lot of literature.

	
	

	Who are the writers you find inspiring?
	Virginia Wolf, Umberto Eco, Deleuze, Lacan, many others

	
	

	Many artists learn about other fields in the process of doing their work, we seldom hear about "art for art's sake" anymore -- are there other disciplines that attract you, other disciplines you engage in your work?
	Landscape architecture, psychoanalysis, physical meditation practices like yoga, 

	
	

	Have you ever actually collaborated with folks from other disciplines in your work?
	Yes, I am currently in conversation with a biologist/ history of science person.  We are both interested in movement and technologies which enhance/ extend vision.  I think we will develop a project together.

	
	

	Do you keep abreast of exhibitions and other events in the art world?
	I try to

	
	

	What is your chief source of information?
	I see shows in galleries and museums here and in NY.  I visit both when I travel.  I look at magazines like art Forum.

	
	

	What do you find troubling about some of the art you see today?
	Not enough heart, too aggressive.

	
	

	Is there some kind of art that you really dislike, that you are challenging or rebelling against with your work?
	Art which is only intellectual or only decorative

	
	

	What do you find inspiring about some of the art you see today?
	I am inspired by many different kinds of art, from painting and video to architecture and gardens.   I enjoy work which engages me  physically, emotionally and intellectually.  I am drawn to beauty and I like fine craft- attention to details.  I also love to watch dance.

	
	

	What artists do you find most exciting right now?
	?????

	
	

	What artists have influenced you?
	Classical architecture and sculpture, various performers and dancers, Goya and Velasquez, Manet, many dancers

	
	

	Who else has had a strong influence on you, artist or not?
	My father

	
	

	How would you describe your philosophy as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	This and the following questions are ones I need to take more time to answer.  I will work with them. 

	
	

	How would you describe your beliefs as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	

	
	

	How would you describe your goals as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	I would like my work to both reflect and expand consciousness.  No small goal…

	
	

	What concerns are you exploring at this moment in time?

(write as much as you like!)
	

	
	

	What concerns have you explored in your work in the past?

(write as much as you like!)
	

	
	

	What dilemmas do you feel you are facing in your work?

(write as much as you like!)
	

	
	

	What do you see as your own particular problem areas?

(write as much as you like!)
	

	
	

	Where do you see your work headed?

(write as much as you like!)
	

	
	

	Do you have what you consider to be "long term" plans for your work?

(write as much as you like!)
	

	
	


