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	COURSE: 
	Graduate studio

	
	

	CONTACT INFORMATION:
	

	
	

	Name: 
	Ross Cisneros

	Address: 
	

	Phone number: 
	

	Email address:
	indie@MIT.EDU

	Location of studio or workspace:
	2nd door on left

	
	

	What other courses are you enrolled in this semester? (please list)
	The Economy of the Sublime

	
	Theology

	
	

	
	

	Do you have access to the internet for class notifications, etc?
	Yes

	Are you able to print out assignments and other material that I might ask you to download from the internet?
	Yes

	Are you able to open Microsoft word documents?
	Yes

	
	

	Do you have access to the internet for class notifications, etc?
	Yes

	
	

	Do you have a laptop you can bring to class?
	No

	
	


	NAME
	Ross Cisneros

	EMAIL ADDRESS
	indie@mit.edu

	
	

	Where are you from originally? Where did you grow up?
	I was born in Quito, Ecuador- moved to Brussels when I was 14 months.

Then Southern California for 10 years- then Cocoa Beach Florida (dad worked for NASA)- watched the shuttle blow up- had reoccuring dreams of this for a decade. Surfed through high school- moved to NYC. 

	
	

	Where else have you studied art?
	While in NYC – I attended the Cooper Union School of Art

	
	

	Do you have a degree in art?
	BFA-

	
	

	What professors have had a strong influence on you? How?
	Hans Haacke, Dennis Adams, Vito Acconci, Kiki Smith, Andrea Robbins

All remain very prolific- I admired their ability to produce work with such a disregard for the last project.  Their critiques were always generous and intellectually informed.  Hans taught me responsibility, Dennis taught me to be bullish with my ideas, Vito taught me to always “move-on”, Kiki taught me how to drink, Andrea taught me how to look at images 

	
	

	What other disciplines have you studied?
	Music

	
	

	Do you have a degree in another discipline?
	no

	
	

	Why are you studying art?
	I want to be as good as I can be at what I think I’m good at.

	
	

	Why at MIT?
	I didn’t want to fall into an MFA trap of repeating the same ‘art story’  I wanted to be challenged by a new environment

	
	

	Why this particular class?
	

	
	

	What do you expect from this class?
	I have learned to have no expectations.  Self sufficiency is key to my survival here.

	
	

	Do you have any suggestions for topics we might discuss as a group?
	Too early to say.

	
	

	How do you intend to use your degree?
	To impress people who can give me money and have them believe I’m some sort of genius

	
	

	How do you see yourself spending the next few years?
	Working on getting more shows, collaborations with author/friend, get more involved in politics, and of course make money

	
	

	How do you see yourself spending the next TEN years?
	Traveling to different parts of the globe with other people’s money- in return, I’ll do ‘research’, teach, and show work.

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art as a part of another kind of career? (describe)
	I have trouble with the word career…. Ideally, I’d like to choose the path of Acconci- “I was a poet, an artist, an architect, and when I’m bored I’ll find something else”

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue a career as a fine artist, ie, to make a living selling your work? (explain)
	I have trouble with the word career…. Ideally, I’d like to choose the path of Acconci- “I was a poet, an artist, an architect, and when I’m bored I’ll find something else”

	
	

	Are you expecting to teach art? (explain)
	Could be a possibiliy

	
	

	Are you expecting to work with commercial art galleries? (explain)
	At this point I am interested in alternative spaces.

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue public art? To what degree? (explain)
	

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art mainly as a hobby? (explain)
	

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art mainly as one who 'appreciates' it? (explain)
	This question has Kantian nuances.  I wish to produce art that reaches the ‘enlightened’ ones, and the peasants that eat and fart in the fields- all this through beauty.

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue a career in  which you have to work with artists? (explain)
	I have done that…and my friends are mostly all artists

	
	

	Have you ever participated in an art exhibition that you consider to be important?(describe)
	By my standard..not yet--- maybe my retrospective in xx years

	
	

	Have you ever put together a solo exhibition of your own work? (describe)
	Thesis exibition at the Cooper Union

It was a feast- 120 lb pig roasted in the foundry, dinner guests (formal) milk maids serving milk, saws and blades to tear into the pig- no silver ware- 

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with a fellow artist? (describe)
	It is difficult to describe- that’s what makes it so elegant.  There was limited time spent on figuring out where the other one stood.  A seamless exchange of ideas made for efficient creative outbursts

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with an institution? (describe)
	

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with anyone? (describe)
	

	
	

	Have you participated in any international projects? (describe)
	

	
	

	What alternatine venues are you attracted to?
	The streets, an opera house, a church,  Ephesus, Outer Space

	
	

	What venues are you NOT attracted to?
	The internet, predictable white cube galleries

	
	

	What media are you familiar with?
	All kinds

	
	

	What media are you using presently?
	Time and space

	
	

	Do you use computers in your work? (describe)
	Yes--- video production, image manipulation

	
	

	Do you make objects? (describe)
	Yes--- usually when the absurdity of my ideas requires a full birth into physical space.  But only if its absurd enough

	
	

	Are you against the idea of making objects? (explain)
	Depends on the intention of the artist

	
	

	Are you against the idea of any particular media? (explain)
	Not violently

	
	

	Do you read writings by art crtitics and theorists? (describe)
	Yes.  I’m interested in critical theory and aesthetic discourse

	
	

	Do you read writings by artists? (describe)
	sometimes

	
	

	Who are the writers you find inspiring?
	Umberto Ecco, Zizek, Dave Hickey, Wilhelm Reich, Moses, Rumi, Elaine Scarry, Sontag,  and preachers

	
	

	Many artists learn about other fields in the process of doing their work, we seldom hear about "art for art's sake" anymore -- are there other disciplines that attract you, other disciplines you engage in your work?
	Theology, psychology,  technology

	 
	

	Have you ever actually collaborated with folks from other disciplines in your work?
	A chemist, a biologist, and an architect

	
	

	Do you keep abreast of exhibitions and other events in the art world?
	I am in the art world.

	
	

	What is your chief source of information?
	Artists, curators, friends,  the newspaper, art Forum

	
	

	What do you find troubling about some of the art you see today?
	I have a lot of hope- so I don’t feel troubled for after all, it all will depend on me and my peers.

	
	

	Is there some kind of art that you really dislike, that you are challenging or rebelling against with your work?
	Sarcastic work,  abuse of belabored post-modern conventions,  and work that respects the gallery space too much

	
	

	What do you find inspiring about some of the art you see today?
	That it is still being made and people will wait in line for an hour in the hot Venician sun to watch a 2 minute video.  Art lives

	
	

	What artists do you find most exciting right now?
	

	
	

	What artists have influenced you?
	Panamarenko, Paul Tek, (rhetoric Jeff Koons), Richard Serra, James Turrell, Chris Burden, Vito Acconci, Hans Haacke, William Pope L., Issac Julian, Tatlin, 

	
	

	Who else has had a strong influence on you, artist or not?
	The Cooper Union Shop technicians-  all genius

	
	

	How would you describe your philosophy as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	It is my hope that my philosophy is made self-evident through the artwork.  An experience that stands for itself, an retinal experience that projects and distributes beauty, and an elegant arrangment of concepts that bring to order a particular justice. 

	
	

	How would you describe your beliefs as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	The exposure of particular artistic idioms is essential to the health of societies.  Areas in which beauty and subjectivity are removed suffer from an emotional plague

	
	

	How would you describe your goals as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	To distribute beauty and incite dialogue regarding justice

	
	

	What concerns are you exploring at this moment in time?

(write as much as you like!)
	Gnosis,  evangelism, performance

	
	

	What concerns have you explored in your work in the past?

(write as much as you like!)
	Technocracy, liturgy, metaphysics, preaching

	
	

	What dilemmas do you feel you are facing in your work?

(write as much as you like!)
	How to best consolidate and provide a concise solution to these concerns.

	
	

	What do you see as your own particular problem areas?

(write as much as you like!)
	Making things concise

	
	

	Where do you see your work headed?

(write as much as you like!)
	I think things are getting more and more direct, sensitive, and concise

	
	

	Do you have what you consider to be "long term" plans for your work?

(write as much as you like!)
	I would like to produce works that are sublime- full of terror, pleasure, and mystery

	
	


