 

September 13, 2004

5:00 - 7:00 PM

4.397
 

Special Problems in Visual Studies

Distributing Meaning: 

The Place of the Artwork in the World of Things

Instructor: Allan McCollum 

Email: allanmcnyc@aol.com
This course will involve investigating the role that an "artwork" has in our culture, as compared with the roles played by other kinds of symbolic objects. In addition to reading texts and discussing issues, we will work on creating proposals for art projects that lead us beyond the accepted relationships between the different categories of symbolic objects with which we are familiar. We will also work to compare various kinds of community institutions that exchange or collect symbolic objects, and try to formulate a larger picture of this world through analyzing their differences, learning about how they define themselves, and understanding their needs. If appropriate, we may design a production project with a practical outcome.

I’m hoping to learn about your backgrounds and your thoughts, so I’ve written up a sheet of questions. Please download the document (it’s in Microsoft Word) and  fill out your answers to the questions in your computer (in the fields to the RIGHT of the questions), and email it to me as an attachment by Thursday morning. Please don’t include any pictures! We’ll do one-on-one discussions and presentations later.

Question sheet:

http://web.mit.edu/allanmc/www/notices/questions.doc

I am still trying to work out a course schedule, and hope to have it online by the end of the week, at:

http://web.mit.edu/allanmc/www/specialproblems.html

At our session tomorrow I will try to give you some introduction to my own work, and answer questions about it. If you are interested to visit a website with information on what I do, feel free. It’s at:

http://home.att.net/~allanmcnyc

This evening I hope we can introduce ourselves to one another, speak a little of our backgrounds, and learn a bit.

